INTRODUCTION
Mercury is one of the most toxic heavy metals widely distributed in materials which make up the earth's surface.
The most common forms of mercury in the environment Note: This compound was classified as a mercury (II) pseudohalide. C200 also removed considerable amounts of mercury, but about 20% less than that removed by 0600 and C 1000.
The ability of the noncarbonized wood to remove mercury can be attributed to the original nature of the wood and an increase in the specific surface area due to water swellings). On the other hand, AC removed much less mercury compared to all the wood materials examined, with only about 70% of the mercury removed after 24 h of soaking. In the case of mercury (II) pseudohalides, distinct differences were observed between the carbonized materials except for Hg(SCN)2 (Fig. 3) . Carbonization improved the capacity of the wood powder to remove mercury from this type of solution. The same trend was observed in the other mercury groups as shown in Fig. 4 . However, the amount of mercury removed using 0600 was very high if the mercury compound contained sulfur. 
